REMARKS 



This amendment incorporates the Examiner's suggestion in the office action 
dated 1/17/2003. Claim 11 has been rewritten in independent form (as amended 
Claim 1) including all of the limitations of the base claim (the original Claim 1). Claim 
12 as amended is now dependent on Claim 1 as amended. Claim 13 remains 
dependent on Claim 12. 

The claims as amended are now considered allowable and reconsideration is 
respectfully requested. 

In summary, it is submitted that this application is in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration and allowance of the claims is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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Version with Markings to Show Changes Made 

1 . (Amended) A method of burnishing a rear pad of a slider within a disk drive, 
the read pad being formed of a burnishable material and maintaining an element for 
reading and/or writing, the disk drive further including a spindle motor rotatably driving a 
disk and an actuator assembly positioning the slider over a surface of the disk, the 
method comprising: 

rotating the disk; 

radially moving the slider relative to the disk surface in a reciprocal fashion, 
causing the read pad to rock; and, 

burnishing the read pad via contact between the rear pad and the disk surface; 

wherein the rear pad is burnished as the rear pad rocks, imparting a positive 
camber in the rear pad relative to the reading and/or writing elementf, ], and 

wherein radially moving the slider includes operating the actuator assembly in a 
first operational state when a height of the rear pad is relativelv large and in a second 
operational state when the height is reduced, and further wherein the first operational 
state differs from the second operational state by at least one of radially slider velocity, 
radial slider acceleration, radial slider travel distance, and tangential slider velocity. 
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12. (Amended) The method of claim [1 1] 1, wherein the first operational state is 
characterized by an initial stage of burnishing and the second operational state is 
characterized by a final stage of burnishing, and further wherein the slider is moved a 
shorter radial distance in the second operational state as compared to the first 
operational state. 
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